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Message  “He Entered Triumphantly”
Grace, mercy and peace be to each of you from our expectant Father and from our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen

We are really pleased that you chose to participate in worship with us this morning.  We 
will prepare our hearts to receive God’s Word with prayer … (please pray with me)

Prayer "0 Lord, speak to us where Your love finds us this morning, speak to us in our 
minds, speak to us in our hearts, speak to us by the words of my mouth, and in the 
thoughts we form. Speak, 0 Lord, we, your servants, are listening. Amen

I emailed you a sermon outline this week … week 5 of our sermon series titled “Against All 
Odds”., and I would encourage you to reference it as we continue. 

For the past few weeks, we’ve been walking through the story of the hours leading up to 
Jesus’ resurrection – incidents that were predicted hundreds of years before they 
happened. 

One of the most famous prophecies of the Messiah came from the prophet Zechariah … 
about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.

VIDEO:  Week 5”

During Zechariah’s prophetic days, the nation of Israel was rebuilding their city and nation 
after returning from exile in Babylon.  The walls of Jerusalem were still in ruins.  In fact, 
there was no gate for Jesus to ride through at that time.

Yet Zechariah boldly predicted that one day, the Messiah would ride triumphantly into the 
city to shouts and joy.  What are the odds that could happen?

Yet, it did. It’s recorded in history and celebrated annually.  All four gospels tell the story. 

I want to walk you through it this morning so that over the next seven days you’ll be able to
see in your mind’s eye everything our Savior did during the greatest week in history. 

When I am done, you’ll know what Jesus did on each day of Holy Week.  My hope is that 
tomorrow morning you’ll wake up and say, “I know what Jesus was doing on this day in 
history.”  And you’ll be able to do that every morning until we celebrate Easter NEXT 
Sunday.

Alright, let’s get start by moving backwards a few days.  Today is Palm Sunday.  What was 
Jesus doing yesterday?

Well, over the last SEVERAL weeks, He’s been journeying south, from Caesarea Philippi 
to Jerusalem, teaching in the villages along the way, and training the 12 Apostles. 
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He knows He’s got to be in the Holy City for Passover.  So, He’s paced His travels to train 
the twelve disciples right up to the last minute.

On the day before He makes His way into Jerusalem, He arrives in the oasis city of 
Jericho, which is 14 miles east and 4,000 feet below Jerusalem in elevation.

We know that Luke wrote about an incident with Zacchaeus, who was a rich tax collector.  
Jesus stays with him, and says…

SLIDE 10
“Today salvation has come to this house because he (Zacchaeus) too is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.”  Luke 19:9-10

Salvation was obviously on Jesus’ mind, because salvation was why He came. 

SLIDE 11
1. The Friday before Good Friday, in Jericho, Zacchaeus became a Jesus follower.

Following His encounter with Zacchaeus, Jesus and His disciples hiked the grueling 
ascent from Jericho to a small village 2 miles east of Jerusalem, called Bethany. 

Bethany was the home of some good friends of Jesus, siblings named Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus.

Jesus and the Apostles had to make the 12-mile hike up to Bethany before sundown on 
Friday, because the Sabbath begins at sundown and no one is allowed to walk more than 
2/3 of a mile on the Sabbath. 

So, they hoofed it 12 miles uphill, covering 4,000 feet in vertical elevation in one afternoon 
and arrived at Lazarus’ house very tired.

John, in our Gospel lesson,  picks up the story in John 12, saying, “Six days before the 
Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the 
dead.”

“Six days” before Good Friday is Saturday (or the Sabbath), so Jesus and his disciples 
likely attended a local synagogue that morning, and rested and recovered from the 
previous day’s journey.  

That night John says a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor.  Martha served, while Lazarus 
was among those reclining at the table with him.  Then John says…

SLIDE 12
“Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet 
and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume.”

During that era, half of all Jewish women were named “Mary,” after Moses’ sister, “Miriam.”

So, we are not completely sure who this “Mary” was, but most believe this was Mary the 
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sister of Lazarus.  But there are others who believe it was Mary Magdalene, who had been
forgiven by Jesus when she was caught in the act of adultery. 

Whoever she is, she is one grateful Mary.  Her gratitude for what Jesus has done for her 
moves her to take her most precious possession, an alabaster jar of oils, imported from 
India, and pours it on Jesus’ feet. 

The Gospel of Mark tells us this jar of perfume was worth an entire year’s wages.  In an 
act of pure love, gratitude and worship, Mary poured what was probably her entire life’s 
savings over Jesus’ feet. 

Here Jesus does not say, “I’m not worthy.”  He pretty much says, “I AM worthy.”  And 
receives it in the spirit … in which it was given.

Sometimes a costly gift is the right gift for Jesus.  Certainly, this one was.  He’ll remember 
it, and we’ll remember it, for all time.

The funny thing about generosity though is that it often attracts criticism.

The next verse says, “But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray 
him, objected…

SLIDE 13
“Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s 
wages.”

John explains, “He (Judas) did not say this because he cared about the poor…”

He had his own agenda.  Some people don’t like it when others give generously because it
nudges an impulse within them to give more generously themselves.

Others don’t like it when people give generously because they don’t like the admiration the
giver gets.

Judas didn’t like it because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help 
himself to what was put into it.

Now Jesus responded this way…

SLIDE 14
“Leave her alone. It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my 
burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” John 
12:7-8

So, on Saturday, Jesus celebrates the Sabbath, eats dinner with friends, and is anointed 
by Mary for His coming death. 

The Sabbath ends at sundown, and John says, “…a large crowd of Jews found out that 
Jesus was there …”
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Remember, Bethany is just 2 miles from Jerusalem.  They came “not only because of 
Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  So, the chief priests 
made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the Jews were going 
over to Jesus and believing in him.”

Jesus mingled with the crowd on that Saturday night, and probably slept really well.  John 
goes on to describe what happens on the next day…

SLIDE 15
“The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his 
way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of 
Israel!” John 12:13-14

Palm branches were a sign of victory.  The crowd is expecting Jesus to become a 
victorious king.  After all, anyone who can raise someone from the dead can surely defeat 
the Romans!

However, in order to communicate to them that He (Jesus) had no political or military plans
at that time, our Gospel lesson indicated that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a lowly donkey,
instead of a mighty horse. 

You can just imagine the tension in this crowd that met Jesus.  One segment of the crowd 
had witnessed Jesus calling Lazarus from the tomb as He raised him from the dead, and 
they continued to spread the good word.  On the other hand, the Pharisees and other 
church leaders, continued to convince people to totally reject Jesus.

So, on…
3.   Palm Sunday: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.  

But that’s not all He did.  Jesus had a busy Sunday.  Luke adds to the Palm Sunday 
account in his Gospel with this…

SLIDE 16
“As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it… They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  Luke 
29:41, 44

So, on Palm Sunday, the first day of the most important week in the life of the most 
important person who ever lived…

 Jesus received praise and prayers as He rode into Jerusalem. 
 He wept over the future destruction of the people and city.
 And He went into the Temple to worship, but wound up cleansing it of the 

moneychangers who were taking advantage of people … rather than helping them 
connect with God.

So, what happened the rest of the week?  We are told that on…

4. Monday through Wednesday: Jesus taught the crowds in the temple and the Disciples in
Bethany.
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His routine was to sleep in Bethany, then walk the two miles into town in the morning.  
During the day, Jesus teaches in the Temple, heals the sick, and spars with religious 
leaders who want so badly to discredit him that they pose all sorts of theoretical and 
theological questions to him.

At night, Jesus trains His disciples in Bethany, getting them ready for what He knows is 
coming, but the Disciples haven’t been able to grasp it yet.  So, that’s the front half of the 
week … Monday-Wednesday.

5. On Thursday, which the church calls, “Maundy Thursday.” Jesus changes His pattern.  
His confrontations with the Pharisees have escalated every day at the Temple.  He knows 
they’re looking to seize Him, and He’s got one more thing to do before He can let that 
happen.  

So, He lays low and rests in Bethany on Thursday morning.  Later in the day, He arranged 
for the Seder Meal, but He doesn’t even tell His Disciples the location of the Last Supper.  
He doesn’t want Judas to betray Him until after the Passover Meal.  

Jesus just sends two of His Disciples (Peter and John) to make the preparations for the 
meal.

An important part of the story of Maundy Thursday, which means “Commandment 
Thursday,” is Jesus issuing them a new commandment in John 13:34, where Jesus says…

SLIDE 17
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
John 13:34-35

As His disciples make arrangements for the traditional Passover Meal, Jesus appears to 
want it to be kept private.  Jesus does not want anyone to know where He is … so He can 
initiate communion and teach and pray over the disciples one last time.

You have to love this about Jesus. He’s about to face the worst night of anyone’s life, yet, 
He’s fully engaged and expressing love to His disciples.

Well, over the last several weeks we’ve covered what happens from here forward.  So, let 
me just summarize it all for you:

SLIDE 18
5. On Maundy Thursday:  Jesus laid low in Bethany, celebrated the Last Supper, issued 
the New Commandment, prayed in the Garden, and was arrested by the Temple Guard.

Then came Friday … a day one could say was our BEST day, and God’s WORST day…

6. On Good Friday: Jesus endured six trials, was mocked, beaten and crucified … while 
the sin of the world was laid upon Him.

Jesus endured six trials between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m. Three at the hands of the Roman 
government, and three at the hands of the Jewish authorities. 
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All 6 trials were on trumped up charges, many of them held illegally, none of them having 
substantiating witnesses, which was a requirement of Jewish law. 

Between the trials, Jesus is beaten by Roman soldiers 39 times with a multiple-lash whip.  
He was mocked, had a crown of thorns placed on his head, crucified on Golgotha between
two thieves, and buried in a rich man’s tomb.

7. On Holy Saturday: Jesus descended to Hades

Jesus spends Saturday, which is called “Holy Saturday,” in the grave.  The book of 
Ephesians 4:7-10 says that on that day, Jesus descended into hell.

And while I don’t want to spoil the story for you, because we’ll cover Sunday next week … 
On…

8. Resurrection Sunday: Jesus rose from the dead.

He then walked 7 miles with some friends (to a town called Emmaus), walked through a 
wall in Jerusalem, where He greeted a staggering group of disciples, who thought He was 
dead; and just to prove to them that He was alive, He eats some fish they’ve got prepared 
for their evening meal.

This was a week like no other.

It happened in history.
Was predicted by prophets hundreds of years earlier and in great detail.
Witnessed by numerous people.
Recorded for posterity.
And today, we are the recipients of the blessings.

Jesus is someone you can trust, and have complete faith in.  Let Him be your Lord and 
Savior today and every day. Let Him guide your life forever … in great detail.  Amen

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, I believe you are the Son of God.
I believe you died for me.
I believe you rose for me.
And I want to live for you.
Be my Lord and be my Savior.
I will serve you forever.  Amen.
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