
Sermon – May 26, 2019
Pastor Dave Schilling
Crown of Life

Picture this … it’s 3 am on a cold, winter day.  Patchy snow covers the landscape as 
Loudspeakers overhead blare … telling everyone to get to their places.  

Surrounded by sandbags, concrete barriers and roughly 10,000 soldiers, sailors, airman and 
marines, Bagram Air Base has flipped a switch and turned from a deployed city in sleep, to a 
sea of green and tan military awaiting further direction. 

Some had just been awakened from a few moments of sleep, others leaving their duties to 
attend to more pressing concerns, all focused on the events that are about to unfold.  

Down the 3-mile main road of this Afghanistan base, standing shoulder to shoulder men and 
women in arms are awaiting to pay their respects to a fallen comrade. 

Soon, the lights of emergency vehicles can be seen slowly making their way up the boulevard.  
Escorts, leading a flatbed trailer to an awaiting C-17 cargo plane on its way back to the United 
States.  

On the trailer are caskets draped in U.S. Flags and as the trailer approaches the lines of 
servicemen lining the streets, each pays their respects by saluting sharply the men and women 
who have paid the ultimate price.  Once the trailer reaches the plane, the formation is 
dismissed. 

Thousands of servicemen in the middle of a war zone, paying homage and respect the best way
they know how.  Similar ceremonies are played out in other parts of the world.  

All to show the love and respect for the sacrifices and dedicated duty our military servicemen 
and women demonstrate daily.  Memorial Day is about remembering these fallen heroes and 
honoring their sacrifices on our behalf.

Every conflict we’ve ever been involved in has had its share of casualties of both sons and 
daughters lost, often due to the unusual bravery they displayed in the midst of combat.  

I specifically remember the sacrifice made by Pat Tillman.  He was a professional football player
with the Arizona Cardinals, who chose to leave that life of luxury behind him and join the U.S. 
Army post 9-11.  

He eventually joined the special forces and found his way into battle in the Afghanistan 
countryside.  Pat also paid the ultimate price, and returned home in a flag-draped casket.

There are many, many more stories of brave men and women, and I think they provide a clear 
picture.  They put their lives in extreme danger for their comrades in arms, and, in some cases 
gave their lives, in order that the others might live.  

It seems in every war, in every battle, almost without exception, such heroic actions occur, 
sometimes from individuals you would least expect.  
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I have no doubt that each time, in the days and weeks that followed, the recipients of such 
unselfishness were inspired to fight for their wounded or fallen comrades, perhaps with a greater
zeal than ever before.

I also believe in a small, Middle Eastern country nearly 2,000 years ago, that’s exactly what 
happened.  A closer look at this hero reveals some strong similarities to the heroes I just 
described, but also some significant differences.

His name was Jesus, son of Joseph the carpenter.  Raised in Nazareth, the scriptures give us 
little or nothing to go on about his early life, other than the familiar Christmas story, the visit of 
the magi, and the time when he stayed behind at the temple and his parents came to find him 
when He was 12 years old..  

After that, there is a significant jump ahead in time to his adult life and his ministry among both 
His people the Jews, and many Gentiles as well.

But really – who would have expected such heroic action from this man.  

The prophet Isaiah tells us there was nothing about him physically which would have hinted at 
the possibility of any heroics, not at all like our typical thoughts about how a hero should look.  
But like so many heroes of our present day, he, too, gave of Himself.

To begin with, Jesus put himself in harm’s way, he endured pain and suffering for the benefit of 
others.  In Isaiah 53 this was foretold far in advance.  We read…

“Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows… …he was pierced for our 
transgressions … the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed.” Isaiah 53:4-6

And He did it willingly, as Isaiah continues…

“…he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearer is silent, so
he did not open his mouth.” Isaiah 53:7

Luke records in his gospel how Jesus responded to the pain and suffering He was about to 
endure with these words…

“Not my will, Father, but Yours be done.” Luke 22:42

Just, as in the case of Pat Tillman, Jesus willingly endured this pain and suffering on behalf of 
His people to the point of death.  

Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians 2:8…

“And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to 
death-- even death on a cross!” 

It’s at this point, however, that our comparison ends.  
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The men and women of our military put their lives in danger for the sake of their fellow soldiers 
against other human beings.  The battle Christ waged was against something far more powerful 
and devastating since it involves eternal consequences.  

The ultimate victory was not simply the taking of some important hilltop or body of water, or 
even one country winning over another, but one which secured our very souls - the victory over 
the power of Satan and of sin and death in our lives.

In that victory, the sacrifice made by Jesus Christ, like Pat Tillman, inspired those who 
witnessed it or heard about it.  

In his first letter, Peter, one of Jesus’ lieutenants, if you will, encouraged his readers with the 
lessons he learned from his commanding officer.  From 1 Peter we read…

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have.” 1 Peter 3:15

Later in the letter, Peter’s words of caution and encouragement also speak to us when he 
says…

“Resist him (Satan), standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 1 Peter 5:9

And the clearest, most dynamic example of how Christ’s life and death - and resurrection - 
inspired His people is the fact that we are gathered here today to worship Him … 2,000 years 
and much persecution later.

And despite the wide assortment of modern-day cultural issues that have created problems, the 
fact remains that America still has the best well-equipped and trained military in the history of 
the world.  

The weaponry we have, combined with the technology to use it, makes us seem quite invincible 
- or so we feel - until another attack comes. 

We need to be honest with ourselves and admit that in a world of terrorist attacks, where 
individuals do not hesitate to give their lives for their cause or belief, we will never be totally 
protected.

We know from Scripture that at Christ’s Second Coming “Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.  There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various 
places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.”

These events are happening today and will continue to happen until the Lord comes again.  

But a Psalmist gives us a great response to this seeming doom and gloom when he says, “I 
sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.” 

And the Apostle Paul answers it this way, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom”.
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God’s word along with a life of prayer will indeed protect us from whatever the world brings to 
us, and ultimately preserve us for a life of eternal joy in heaven one day.

We may not always receive the answer to our prayer that we wanted, expected, or demanded, 
and sometimes, even though our prayers may also involve physical protection or even the 
sparing of life, they may seem to go unanswered.  

But we have God’s promise that the ultimate victory in this world - the one which guarantees us 
eternity with Him - is ours, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  And nothing can separate you 
from that promise of God.

As we go forward, I encourage you to always remember those who have served and made the 
sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy today.  

And even more importantly, always give thanks to Jesus Christ, and HIS willingness to serve, 
His commitment to our spiritual freedom and our eternal salvation.  

And then, I encourage you to be confident in your daily…
“faith battles.”

Know that you are equipped by God to be a faithful warrior, who can make a difference in the 
world around you.

The need for a military force will more than likely never disappear.  We will need protection from 
the evil forces around the world to guarantee the rights and privileges we experience today.  

It is through our excellent military that we have the luxury of unprecedented freedoms on Earth.  
But, only Christ can grant the ultimate freedom … that freedom from sin and death that His 
sacrifice has given us, which allows us to be with Him for eternity.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen
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