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I once heard this prayer from a young child, “Bless my mommy and daddy ... and dear God, 
take good care of Yourself.  If anything happens to You, we’re sunk."  Even young children can 
understand the importance of God’s blessings.

There is another example where a little boy wanted $100 so badly that he prayed to God for a 
whole week, but nothing happened.  So, he wrote God a letter requesting the $100. 

When the Post Office got the letter addressed to God, they forwarded it on to the Whitehouse.  
The President was very touched and amused, so he instructed an aid to send the boy $5.00.  
He figured $5.00 would be a lot to a little boy. 

The boy was, indeed, delighted with the $5.  He sat down and wrote this thank you note 
immediately … “Dear God, thank you very much for sending the money.  However, I noticed that
for some reason you sent it through Washington, and as usual, they kept most of it.” 

At times all of us view blessings in odd or different ways.  Some may view a situation as a 
blessing, while someone else can view the same situation and not see it as a blessing.  We 
often use the phrase is the glass half-empty or half-full to describe these differing perspectives.

But I think we can ALL agree that when we talk about blessings, Jesus Christ is the embodiment
of UNRIVALED blessing.  Every facet of Jesus’ life before, during and after His time on earth 
among us is FULL of blessings that are beyond cataloguing and description. 

This should not be too surprising because the Bible says after His Baptism that “…God anointed
Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power, and Jesus went around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”  (Acts 10:38).  

Furthermore, the Apostle John closed His Gospel Book with this observation "Jesus did many 
other things … if every one of them were written down … the whole world would not have room 
for the books." John 21:25

Christians all over the world celebrated Easter two weeks ago, which marked another 
anniversary of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  While this anniversary event is still fresh in our 
minds, let us look at some of the post-resurrection blessings Jesus bestowed on his followers 
and is still bestowing on us today.  

We’ll do this by looking at several general types of Jesus’ blessings for people … people just 
like us.

Obviously, a good understanding of these blessings can be useful, if we desire similar blessings
from Jesus.  After all, He is still in the business of blessing people for the Bible says, "Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, and today and forever". Hebrews 13:8

The blessings that I will discuss today were among those bestowed by Jesus during his 
appearances to various groups of his disciples and followers during the 40 days between his 
resurrection and His ascension to heaven.  
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The Bible records many notable appearances by Jesus to Mary Magdalene, the Other women, 
Peter, all of the disciples on numerous occasions, and  then Paul recorded in 1 Corinthians 15:6
that Jesus appeared to more than 500 believers at the same time.

All the people to whom Jesus appeared received some form of blessing from Him.  Nobody had 
an encounter with Jesus and went away empty.  

The numerous post-resurrection blessings showered by Jesus upon His followers can be 
classified many different ways, but here is one way to categorize them … His blessings of…

1. Presence
2. Peace
3. Provisions, and
4. Power

So first, let’s look at His blessing of…

Presence

Before the resurrection, did the presence of Jesus mean much to His followers?  During His 
three years of ministry, His followers witnessed so many miracles and wonders that they knew 
they were in the presence of someone special.

But do you think they realized that Jesus was the long-awaited for Messiah?  That Jesus was in 
fact God?  The Gospels contain many references where they seem to confess Jesus as Lord as
they journeyed to Jerusalem to celebrate their last Passover together.

On one occasion before he died, Jesus even emphasized the value of His presence in the lives 
of his disciples by telling them "… If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing." (John 15:5). 

But despite their feelings for and understanding of Jesus, they ran away and deserted Him 
during His Passion Week.  They obviously questioned whether He was really the Lord or not 
with that kind of behavior, especially of you compare it to their behavior after the resurrection.

During Passion Week, they, to a person, did not believe Jesus could bless them any longer.  His
presence now seemed to be meaningless and in the past.

I wonder how many of you have ever run away and deserted Jesus, believing He could help you
no more.  His presence seemingly meaningless and in the past.

But you see … that has to all be before Jesus’ resurrection, doesn’t it?  

We are told that after His resurrection, Jesus went about appearing to people and blessing them
with His very presence.  Do you suppose His blessings were the same as they were before 
Jesus was resurrection from the dead? 

How do you imagine His presence was different after the resurrection?  He talked to His 
followers – that’s the same.  He ate with them – that’s the same.  So, how was His presence 
different?
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On that first Easter. we are told that Jesus just appeared to His disciples even though the door 
to the room was locked.  Then, when Jesus met Cleopas and his friend on the road to Emmaus,
He ate with them, and after their eyes were opened to Him, Jesus simply vanished from their 
sight.  No events like this are recorded in the Bible before the resurrection.

So, would you agree that Jesus presence drastically changed after His resurrection?  The most 
obvious change being that He is now present in His glorified body.

So, among other things, Jesus was now bringing an increased confident hope to His followers.  
The hope that says … all you believers will also be resurrected one day because I was 
resurrected.  And Jesus promises that all we need to do is believe … believe that He is the 
Messiah, the Son of the Living God.

So, whatever burdens or other situations that are going on in your personal life, bring them into 
the presence of Jesus in prayer.  Believe and trust in His Words when He says, "Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28).  

The post-resurrection presence of Jesus can be real for you every second of every of every day,
if you but believe and trust.

Now, here is a second way to classify Jesus’ blessings … His blessing of…

Peace

Peace is another type of blessing that Jesus bestowed on his disciples and followers before and
after his resurrection.  He was able to do this because he is the custodian and possessor of 
peace.  

Remember the time that Jesus sent out his disciples to preach, heal and cast out demons?  “He 
appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 
where he was about to go.”  As they were leaving, he charges them saying…

"When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If someone who promotes peace is 
there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you.” Luke 10:5-6

Where did the disciples get the “peace” that they were to distribute to the houses they visited?  
Obviously from Jesus Himself.  

Living in and with peace was a big deal to Jesus’ followers.  They lived under Roman rule, which
caused them to live, work, raise their families in constant conflict with many around them.

When the disciples were offering peace, they were offering essentially encouragement, 
including the teaching that one did not have to follow the ceremonial laws to try to please God 
with their works.  So, peace was important to Jesus’ followers before the resurrection for many 
reasons.  

Perhaps you have been looking for peace in your life, as well, for the same reasons as Jesus’ 
followers.  Perhaps you are still looking for peace in the same way as His followers were so long
ago.
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So, how was Jesus’ peace different after the resurrection?  What is the peace that Jesus offers 
us today?

On the first day of the resurrection, most of Jesus’ disciples were assembled behind locked 
doors for fear of the Jews.  Do you think any of them were experiencing peace?  Anything but 
peace since they were afraid to even leave the house.  

Do you think they wanted peace in their lives?  Do you think they were looking for peace?  Most 
assuredly!  Nobody wants to exist in constant fear for one’s life.

Regrettably, many people today are still looking and searching for peace, and just like Jesus’ 
disciples, they are still looking in the wrong places.  They continue hiding in world things and 
places.

So, Jesus starts His post-resurrection appearances by miraculously appearing in the middle of 
His disciples in His glorified body.  Then He allayed their fears by saying, "Peace be with you".  
Later, He helps the Apostle Thomas work through his disbelief and lack of peace.

He repeated the phrase "Peace be with you" on many other occasions, including when He was 
preparing to leave this world…

"…my peace I give you … do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." John 14:27

The blessing of Jesus’ peace relieved anxiety and fear and put troubles and problems in proper 
perspective for those first century followers.  

And He can have that same affect on you today, if you but let Him.  PURE PEACE can only be 
found in Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.  

In these post-resurrection celebration days, I pray you can see and experience the peace that 
passes all understanding in your life like you have never experienced it before … peace in your 
family, work, ministry, community, and especially among people you relate to. 

Here is a third way to classify Jesus’ blessings … His blessing of…

Provisions

Provisions generally means the act of providing or supplying something.  All four Gospels record
many instances of Jesus’ blessing people with provisions prior to His resurrection … examples 
like the wedding at Cana and the feeding of the 5,000, casting out demons and the miraculous 
healings.  

Jesus often blessed people by helping them with their physical needs.

Perhaps, you have felt like you needed help from Jesus with provisions, just like those first 
century followers.

But after His resurrection, did Jesus blessings involve similar provisions?  Was He involved in 
the same type of healing and feeding after His resurrection?
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Well, according to the Bible, the answer is NO.  You see, now His ministry is witnessing the 
resurrection to you and others like you, so you can believe Him into eternal life.

His help with diverse provisions certainly continued unabated after his resurrection, but not to 
the same extent.  For example, we are told that seven of his disciples went fishing in the Sea of 
Galilee. They fished all night and caught nothing.  

At day break when the seven disciples were tired, frustrated and disappointed for their failure, 
Jesus saw them, had mercy on them, and told them to throw their net on the right side of the 
boat. Immediately, they caught more fish than they could carry.  

Jesus turned their failure into a huge success. 

Furthermore, he invited them to " dine" with him and treated them to a delicious hot breakfast of 
bread and fish, which he personally served to them.  

The 7 disciples were tremendously blessed on this fishing excursion when Jesus Christ directed
them to throw their net so they could catch plenty of fish.  

But what do you suppose Jesus was really doing with them?  Was He just feeding them; or, was
He teaching and encouraging them, so He could soon turn them loose to build His church?  

God continues to guide us today by showing us where we are to throw our nets, if we but 
believe and trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior.  

And we do that by opening ourselves up to Jesus’ teaching and His Word.  The Apostle Paul 
said this about Jesus blessing us with provisions…

“…my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:19

Here is the final way to classify His blessings … His blessing of…

Power

Were the blessings of Jesus’ power present before the resurrection?  In a sense, you could say 
certainly they were, if you think about the miracles of healing and feeding, plus the controlling of 
nature, such as with the calming of the seas.

But remember that Jesus was both true man and true God during His time with us.  He just 
chose to not use His divine powers.  But Jesus’ followers were certainly blessed by Jesus power
before the resurrection.

What about post-resurrection?  Is Jesus power any different?  

Jesus’ power after the resurrection is as different as night and day.  When Jesus appeared in 
the midst of his disciples, who were assembled behind locked doors for fear of the Jews on that 
first Easter, he breathed on them and said…

"Receive the Holy Spirit." John 20: 22
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We know the Holy Spirit is God’s power because Jesus said so in Acts 1:8 “…you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you…”

You and I are way different than Jesus’ followers before the resurrection.  We have received 
God’s power because at our Baptism we received the Holy Spirit.  God works from within us to 
bring us to a saving faith in Jesus.

We can conclude that Jesus’ resurrection bestowed the GREATEST BLESSING OF THEM ALL 
on His people, including you and I today.  What is the GREATEST blessing of all? (pause)

Why … it is FORGIVENESS, of course.  Without the resurrection, there is no forgiveness, and 
you and I would have no hope … death would be the end.

But the truth is, we HAVE forgiveness, and so we can live in complete, assured, and confident 
hope that one day we will be with Jesus for eternity... the greatest blessing of them all.

In this season, I pray God will bless you with a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit for power to do 
greater works for the LORD in Jesus name.

Jesus Christ came into this world to be a blessing to all by providing salvation and meeting other
needs.  He successfully completed His primary assignment of providing salvation on the cross 
when He declared "It is finished".  

But He never missed an opportunity to bless people … even after the grave and after his 
resurrection.  Four post-resurrection blessings he provided and is still providing to us today are 
(a) the blessing of his presence, (b) the blessing of His peace, (c) the blessing of His provision 
and (d) the blessing of His power through the Holy Spirit.  

You can be mightily blessed in all these ways … even when you experience your worst days 
imaginable … if we but love and trust Jesus as our Lord and Master of all of life.  Amen
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